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 A Walk in the Woods 
 
Today, I’m thinking of a walk I took in November. 
 
It was the day after Thanksgiving. We were in Madison with family. We felt full and sluggish after a day of eating and a late 
night of catching up with our family. We decided a walk in the woods might shake off our stupor before the car ride home. We 
headed to the UW Arboretum to find a path to walk. 
 
The day was cool and crisp, and grey. The end of fall, the beginning of winter. We parked our vehicles in the parking lot near 
the Visitor’s Center, and wound our way through the tree garden until we entered Wingra Woods.  
 
To me, entering a wooded area feels like entering a holy place. The sounds of the world gives way to a different kind of 
sound, one ruled by the wild things of this world. The trees were unadorned of their leaves; our feet crunched below us as we 
walked over their summer dressings. We settled into an easy pace, wandering and chatting and moving through the dregs of 
the day before. 
 
Chris and I were walking with Chris’ brother, Mark, and his wife, Ingrid, and their two teenage children- my niece, Megan, and 
nephew, Joshua. Mark and Ingrid met in college, and the four of us began hanging out together in earnest when we all 
moved to Chicago after our college graduations. We were young then, navigating life together, forming deep bonds that 
would stay the course through marriages and families and now, middle-aged living. We spend the occasional weekend and 
yearly vacations together, every year, as we have for decades. It is good to have people who know you well, and love you 
still. 
 
Forks in the road kept appearing before us. Without skipping a beat, our group would split naturally, without plans, trusting we 
would meet up at another fork in the road a little down the way. We could see far ahead of us through the woods, to Lake 
Wingra just beyond the trees. Every once in a while, we would stop to survey as far as we could see. If you stop and look 
intently, the way before you expands. If you stop and are quiet, you can hear sounds in the background you don’t usually 
hear. If you give it your attention. 
 
We met up with the other group after a while, delighted our winding paths finally crossed. Walking together, Mark told us 
about a spring ahead. He told us how to find it— the water was warm enough to feed plants in its path. There would be green 
things growing in the decaying woods. 
 
Armed with this information, we began our search in earnest. Our pace picked up. Now, we were searching for treasure. New 
life, in these frozen woods.  
 
Turning the bend, I almost missed the spring, except for the fact my feet could not find their purchase because the path had 
become mucky. Sure enough, to our right, there was mist over the water. Little plants growing in and on the edge of the 
water. Growing out of the dead stuff of the forest. We stopped talking. You could hear the spring bubbling from the earth. 
 
In a hushed voice, our young Megan asked- where does this water come from? Deep inside the earth, we told her. Where 
you cannot see. A source of life. Maybe far, far beneath the earth. Feeding this lake, little by little. Megan declared it a 
wonder. It is a wonder. 
 
Soon, our own proverbial path will lead us to the season of Lent in the church. Lent means “spring” and I’m thinking of this 
walk in the woods, and how it helps me to understand faith and life and our encounters with the Holy. Lent is perfect for 
walking together, letting the dregs of the frozen days fall away as we search for the source of life itself, feeding our 
souls.Time for attention. Time for quiet. Time to survey the vast landscape before us and look for the mucky places of the 
world. Because if we do, we will be able to see the signs of life, in and around the edges of our days. It is a wonder. 
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Palm Collection 
Now through February 21st 
In preparation for Lent, please bring in last year’s palms 
from Palm Sunday and put them in the basket in the 
Narthex by February 21st. On February 23rd, one of 
our pastors will burn the palms at 9:45 a.m. in the 
Memorial Garden that we will use for Ash Wednesday 
services (February 26th at 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.) 

 
New Year, New You Nametag Event 
Now – February 29th 
The Connection Team invites you to continue wearing a 
nametag at worship. Pick one up in the Narthex before 
worship begins. You can order a permanent nametag 
at the Welcome Center if you’d like one. 

 
Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 26th 
In between worship services on Sunday, January 26th, 
our congregation will conduct our January meeting. 
Topics will include: fall appeal update and other 
income and what it means for our General Budget; and 
a vote for our 2020 General Budget. Don’t forget we will 
be giving away baked goods! 

 
Women’s Retreat Deposit Due 
Sunday, January 26th 
Please make deposit checks payable to St. John’s 
Women’s Retreat for $87.50, details on p. 7. 

 
Workshop: Stewarding Life’s End 
Sunday, January 26th, 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
This workshop is designed to relay information on: 

• How to talk to your loved ones about end-of-life 

directives, including palliative and hospice care 

• Options to consider when pre-planning funerals 

(including worship services) 

• St. John Columbarium and “green” burial options 

• End of life ministries that accompany people from 

earthly life to eternal life 

Join us as we hear from your own pastors and 
representatives from the fields of hospice care and 
professional funeral services who regularly have 
conversations with people who face end-of-life 
decisions and planning. You will learn information and 
receive resources to help you steward your life’s 
end. Our speakers are not here to solicit, but to help 
guide our thoughts as we steward our lives for 
ourselves and our loved ones. 

 
Fair Trade Coffee 
Sunday, February 9th 
Stop by in between services and check out our goodies! 

Forum: How to Live Sustainably 
Sunday, February 9th, 9:45 a.m. 
Did you know Americans use over 500,000 straws every 
day! Necessary or not? Reusable ones or skip it 
altogether? Guest speaker Maria Anna Refac visits and 
hosts a forum on sustainable living. Grab your coffee 
and join us! 
 

New Member Class Begins 
Sunday, February 16th, 9:45 – 10:45 a.m. 
We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence 
in God’s grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you 
as a full person—questions, complexities, and all. Sink 
your roots into a community of faith. 
 

This is Christ’s church 
and there is a place for you here! 

Join Pastor Jen Beamsley as she leads a  4-week series 
of informal, lively classes about who we are, what we 
believe, and what it means to belong to St. John. We’ll 
meet from 9:45 -10:45 a.m. Sunday mornings in Trinity 
Room B. Childcare is available. 
 
Sign up on the back of your attendance form to let us know 

you are interested. Walk-ins are welcome on the first day 
of class. Want to know more information? Want to join 
our classes but have conflicts with your schedule? Call 
our church office or email Pastor Jen Beamsley at 
jenbeamsley@gmail.com. 
 

Northern IL Synod (NIS) 
Congregational Resourcing Event 
Saturday, March 14th, 8:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
At Kishwaukee College, in Malta, IL 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Keynote Speaker 
 

Sponsored by the Northern Illinois Synod Congregational 
Life Committee, the Congregational Resourcing Event 
(CRE) is one of this synod’s finest yearly events. Church 
council members, teachers, musicians, staff, volunteers, 
and leaders – just about everyone in a congregation – 
can take advantage of this learning event to strengthen 
skills, gather resources, network with others, and 
discover new ways to enhance congregational and 
individual ministries. Come, experience and bring home 
new ministry tools. The Congregational Resourcing 
Event offers many varied educational workshop 
selections for you, your key congregational leaders, and 
other interested congregation members. Many groups, 
agencies, and institutions have displays. 
 

In addition to workshops from the keynote speaker and 
NIS Bishop Jeffrey Clements, other workshops feature 
topics including: Administration/Council/Treasurers, 
Education, Evangelism/Outreach/Hospitality, 
Global/Inter-Faith, Leadership, Social Justice, 
Spirituality/Prayer/Health & Wellness, Stewardship, and 
Youth/Young Adult/Family Ministry. 
 

Register at https://nisynod.org/cre/ 

mailto:jenbeamsley@gmail.com
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Vow Renewal Service 
February 15th, 6:30 p.m.  
Our pastor leads the vow renewal after worship on 
Saturday evening.  Please join us if you would like to 
renew your vows. 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship & Dinner 
Wednesday, February 26th 
Worship at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. Join us for 
worship in the morning or evening. Please note that 
childcare is only available at the evening service. 
Arrive at 6:00 p.m. in the Karin Johnson Hall for dinner 
and fellowship. Dinner is $5.00 per person. Look for the 
sign-up on the back of your bulletin attendance slip. The 

Saturday, February 22nd 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  Chili Tasting 
7:45 p.m.  Chili Voting  & Silent Auction Ends 

8:00 p.m.  Chili and Auction Winners Announced 
** times are approximate 

 
 

Tickets  $7 - Adults, $4 - 12 & Under  
 

Email Dawn MacGregor for tickets at 
stjohnfood@gmail.com 

 

100% of all donations 

benefit  

St. John Food Pantry 
 

January 25th – 26th 
February 1st – 2nd 

 
Souper Bowl of Caring kicks off the weekend of 
January 25th – 26th with the youth distributing 
envelopes.  All donations will be used for our food 
pantry.   
 

Bring your monetary donation back on February 1st – 
2nd and put it into the soup pots or offering plate.  
Thank you to the 7th and 8th grade classes for the 
great posters.   
 

We appreciate your ongoing 
support of this vital ministry! 

6th Annual  

Chili Supreme Cook Off and 

Silent Auction 

at Westminster Presbyterian 

Church  
benefiting local ministry including 

St. John Lutheran Church 

Food Pantry

Green Team encourages you to Dine Green for Lenten 
dinners again this year. Bring your own re-usable 
tableware to save our resources, care for creation, and 
win great prizes. 
 

Vacation Bible School 2020 
June 7th – 11th, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Rocky Railway: It's Just the Ticket 
Ages: 4 - entering 6th grade register in May. People 
entering 7th grade through age 99 can volunteer as 
small group leaders or station leaders at Sing and Play 
Express, Imagination Station, Loco Motion Games, and 
Rocky Wrap-Up. 
 
Contact Melanie Runkle at mel_runkle@yahoo.com or 
Sarah Wernli at sarahewernli@gmail.com to let them 
know you will help us out with planning and decorating 
ahead of time, or with leadership the week of the event. 
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Rebuild Homes  
and Hope 

 
February 15-22, 2020 
Albany, Georgia 
 
Join us for a road trip to Georgia, in 
partnership with our friends from 
Calvary Church of Lemont, where 
we will work in disaster response 
after a 2018 category 3 hurricane 
and a 2017 F2 tornado pummeled 
the region. In the Albany, Georgia 
region, we will be working through 
the local recovery program called 
“Inspiritus” that is supported by 
Lutheran Disaster Response. We 
will be travelling comfortably in a 
coach bus and lodging in a building 
with camp-like facilities (bunk beds, 
showers, kitchen facilities, 
washer/dryer), in Hopeful, GA.  
 

Contact  
Think you want to jump on board?  
Contact Pastor Robin or Steve 
Costello to answer your questions 
and check availability. 
pastorrobincaldwell@gmail.com 
scostello@mccannonline.com 

 

Support Our Adults 
Please pray for our servants who 
are travelling to Albany, Georgia to 
help people begin their lives anew.  

 

June 6th – 13th 
Washington, D.C. 
 
This year, for the first time, St. John 
Lutheran Church is partnering with 
other ELCA churches to host a 
college-age mission trip to 
Washington D.C!   
 
This trip will be geared toward 
college-age students ages 19-23, 
and will feature deeper discussions 
about life and faith, opportunities for 
service and reflection, and time to 
explore the city.  You won't want to 
miss this!  
 

Must be one year out of High 
School by time of trip to attend 

 
More information is available by 
visiting: www.thepilgrimage.org 

 
Contact  
Email Pastor Evan to Register.  
pastorevanmayhew@gmail.com 
 

Next Steps 
Sign up by February 15th as there 
are only a few open spots. 
 

Cost 
Total Cost is $400. 

• $175 Deposit Due March 1st 

• $225 Balance Due May 1st 

 
 
 

 

July 4th – 11th 
Winchester, KY 
 
On our High School Mission Trips, 
teenagers come together to serve 
individuals and communities while 
building strong, long-lasting 
relationships with their friends and 
youth leaders. In one week, 
hundreds of teenagers from youth 
groups across the country repair 
and transform homes while growing 
closer to Jesus.  
 

Winchester is a historic town where 
both bluegrass and Southern 
hospitality abound. They are also 
known for their Ale-8-One soft drink 
that dates to 1926, the only soft 
drink invented in Kentucky that is 
still around today. Group 
Workcamps had been in Winchester 
over 14 years ago. The hard work of 
those participants is remembered 
and, in fact, the reason we've been 
invited back.  You will discover that 
although Winchester is a few short 
miles off the highway, they are not 
out of reach or out of touch. In this 
historic town and the surrounding 
rural countryside of rolling hills, 
residents just need a little help and 
hope. 
 

Must be finished with  
Freshman year to attend 

 

Contact  
Pastor Evan  
pastorevanmayhew@gmail.com 
 

Next Steps 
Sign up!, Check your email for the 
link or sign up at stjohnjoliet.org. 
$50 deposit reserves your spot. 
 

Cost 
Total Cost is $400. 

mailto:pastorrobincaldwell@gmail.com
mailto:scostello@mccannonline.com
http://www.thepilgrimage.org/
mailto:pastorevanmayhew@gmail.com
mailto:pastorevanmayhew@gmail.com
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Taste of St. John is  
   our biggest youth     
       fundraiser and we  

need YOU! 
 

Sign up to bring 
Bringing gluten free food?  

Please let us know! 

• Main dishes 

• Side dishes 

• Desserts (ice cream bar/ 

chocolate fountain) 

• Water and Pop 

• Monetary gifts to offset 

event costs 

Look for  
sign up 

inserts in your 

February 
worship 
bulletin,  

at the ticket 
table,  

or contact 
Penny Collins 
815.342.5339 

or 
Mark Collins 
815.545.2848 

Join a team 
• Dinner ticket sellers 

• Raffle ticket sellers 

• Set up 

• Clean up 

• Serving 

Donate!  Join a Team!   

March 7th  l  6:45 p.m. 

Dinner Tickets 
$10.00 Adults  
$  5.00 Ages 4 – 10 
Ages 3 and under are free! 
 

Raffle Tickets 
Quilt Raffle Tickets $5.00 
Bench Raffle Tickets $5.00 
  Bench made by 2019 St. John Mission    
 Trip participants 
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St. John Youth & Family Ministries 

Faith Formation for Youth and Families 

 

January 25th – 26th 
Youth Weekend 
Every year, we devote a weekend where our youth 
lead worship. Join us for this special weekend! 

 
January 26th 
FAITH MILESTONES – The Ten 
Commandments  
Faith Milestones are learning events to help families 
nurture their kids in the Christian faith, strengthen the 
bonds among them, and fulfill promises they made. 
One of the promises parents make at a child’s 
baptism, is to teach them the Ten Commandments.  
 
After several weeks in Sunday School this past fall 
learning how Moses met God in a burning bush, how 
Moses brought the Ten Commandments from God to 
the Israelites, and how they learned to put God first 
and love their neighbors, the fulfillment of that promise 
will be marked in worship on January 26, when first 
graders and their parents will receive a blessing and a 
Ten Commandments pin. 
 

February 2nd, 11:00 a.m. 
Mid-year Sunday School Teachers Meeting 
We will meet in the Trinity Room and discuss how the 
first half of the year has gone.  We look forward to 
hearing any comments and/or concerns from our 
Sunday School teachers.   
 

H.S. FEAST of FIRE and FIRE 2 
Feast of FIRE and FIRE 2 are “mini-Sabbaths,” 
providing time for our high school students to hang out 
and check in with one another, our adult leaders, and 
Pastor Evan.  It’s a casual time, very similar to a 
confirmation care group where we share highs and 
lows, prayer, and food. All high school students are 
welcome to attend and you can bring a friend. You can 
find us in the Youth Room. 

Feb. 5th, 12th, 19th; 8:15 – 9:15 p.m. 
H.S. FIRE2 
We meet on Wednesdays after Confirmation from 8:15 - 
9:15 p.m. in the Youth Room.  We will not meet on Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 26th, but we will meet during Lent. 
Snacks, sharing highs and lows and prayer at the end. 
Plenty of time to hang out and take a mid-week break. 
 

February 23rd; 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
H.S. Feast of FIRE  
We meet usually once a month on Sunday nights for a 
longer time, and you are encouraged to bring food to 
share with others, like a potluck.  We eat and usually play 
games, hang out, have a short reflective time, share highs 
and lows, and prayer. 

 
February 16th, 12:15 – 2:30 p.m. 
Tween GO! 
Tween = 4th, 5th, and 6th grade kids 
GO = God & Others 
 

If you are in 4th, 5th, or 6th grade, you can be part of our 
Tween GO ministry!  We meet one Sunday afternoon a 
month.  Come join us for our meal, creative activities, 
small groups who learn about the Fruits of the Spirit and 
participate in highs/lows. 
 

Registrations are taken at the door when parents drop off 
their youth.  Come to our Karin Johnson Fellowship Hall 
at 12:15 p.m. on February 16th and be part of a great 
afternoon! 

 
February 23rd, 9:45 a.m. 
Beautiful Beginnings 
Parents and their child/ren under age of 3, join us for this 
5 week class that meets in West Wing Room 5. Please 
contact Chris Markwell or the church office to sign up. 

• February 23rd, March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd - class 

during Sunday school (9:50 - 10:30 a.m.) 

•  April 4 - Easter Event 

 
 

February 5th (Wednesday)  7-8:15pm:  Learning Event, all students and leaders 
February 12th (Wednesday) 7-8:15pm:  Learning Event, all students and leaders 
February 19th (Wednesday)  7-8:15pm:  Fellowship Event: Mardi Gras Party! 
February 26th – April 15th:  Confirmation Classes DO NOT MEET (Collection of 
Personal Care Kit Items for LWR during break) 
 
**Attend worship with your family on Wednesdays! (February 26 - April 1, 2020) at 7:00 pm St. John. Lenten 
dinner is served each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.    Come to church to see your care group! 
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Women’s Retreat 2020 
Wishing you could get away for a mini-vacation?  
We’ve got your ticket! 

 

March 13-15, 2020 
Bella Vista Suites, Lake Geneva, WI 

 
WonderFull World is an unforgettable travel-themed retreat the women of our church are doing 
together. It includes worship, Bible study, and time for laughter as well as time for quiet reflection.  
Here are some other details you’ll need to know: 

• The cost for the weekend is $175 (double occupancy) and checks may be made payable to St. John 
Women’s Retreat. 

• You may begin checking in at 4:00 PM on Friday, March 13, 2020. 
Fellowship and registration will start at 6:30 PM in the Vista Room, and will include a craft and “getting 
to know you” time.  

• Saturday breakfast and dinner is included.  Shopping and free time Saturday afternoon.  Spa services 
are available for an extra charge. 

We’ll be very casual, so wear comfortable clothing.  Take time to relax, to make new friends, to worship, 
and to explore God’s wondrous love. Can’t wait to see you at WonderFull World! 

 
If you have any questions, feel free to call or text: Wendy Eklund at 779-206-6143 or Carolyn Wyss at 815-585-
3593.  We are so excited about spending time with you.  We’ll be praying for your safe travel and for this 
getaway to be a time of refreshment for your heart. 
 
Warmly,        Deposits of $87.50 are due by 

Sunday, January 26th 
The Retreat Committee       Balances are due by 
         Sunday, February 23rd. 

 

Memorial Gift 
in Honor of David Egly 

 
We would like to thank Karen Egly and family for the memorial gift of new chancel candlesticks and candles. The 
beautiful new candlesticks and candles-- one on each side of the altar, and the two behind the altar by the 
reredos curtain-- were purchased by the Egly family and memorial funds given to our congregation in memory of 
David Egly.  
 
David found great joy and comfort when gathering for worship and receiving communion. David also appreciated 
fine metals, including brass. David passed from earthly life to eternal life in 2016. Karen Egly, David’s wife, 
worked with some members of the Memorial Committee and consulted with our pastors and the Altar Guild in 
choosing a style and size which would fit our chancel area. The new candlesticks and candles will be formally 
dedicated at a future worship service.  
 
We are grateful for the gift, the thoughtfulness with which it was chosen, and the way the candlesticks will 
enhance our worship space as we gather to receive God’s grace for years to come.  
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Announcements 
 

We welcome through the sacrament of Holy Baptism 
Joann Taylor Kief, daughter of Martin and Lindsey Kief 

Myles Jameson French, son of Donnie and Kaitlynd French 
Andrew James Bacon, son of Chris and Kendra Bacon 

 

Illness/Recovering 
Joe Aincham, Joshua Andrade, Pat Bambule, Gail Bartz, Renee Bogacz, Bill Bromer,  

Patty Cankar, Cody Carter, Roy Conterez, Tiffany Crowther, Parker Ellis, Arlene Erdahl, Susan Fick,  
Edwina Gell, Guy Gell, Gail Hartley, Pat Block-Hay, Kari Hernandez, AnnaSophia Incaudo,  

Diane Kaiser, Dawn Kemp, Bill Kerschbaum, Mel Keuch, Barb Koskiewicz, Cathy Kush,  
Caroline MacGregor, Lynn Martinek, Frances Masek, Joe Miller, Madison Mumm,  
Cathi Niewinski, Jeff Niewinski, Arnie Oppenheim, Wilke Parrish, Kim Pennington,  

Lee Perignon, Jay Phelan, Cheryl Pierce, Mathew Rathbun, Evan Sauerwein,  
Joe Scaglione, Mindy Scaglione, Dick Seaberg, Kate Shafer, Jim Simmons,  

Michelle Turvey, Scot Turvey, Lori & Wendy Zach 
 

Hospitalization/Surgery/Testing 
Judy Dachman, Greg Domaleczny, Bob Fitzer, Kim Jensen, Dan Kornaus, Cheryl Lovell, Kathy Moore   

 

Prayer Concern 
Robb Bobb, Quiaoit family, Rich Santoro & Julie Arinaga family, Trueblood family 

 

Homebound/Care Facility Members 
Christa Arnold, Betty Barnes, Barbara Buse, Sally Ferguson, Ardeth Holtz,  

Mary Johnson, Ardys Koch, Marilyn Krautstrunk, Victor & Norene Mazylewski,  
Donna Nelson, Wilkie & Carol Parrish, Norma Reed, Wilma Smith, Al Stadelmaier 

 

Serving in the Military 
Kyle Baugh, Brian Bergeman, Quinton Beyer, Daniel Bornhoeft, Thomas Bornhoeft,  
Isaiah Caldwell, Erik Carlson, Nick Fischer, Andy Groh, Noah King, Aaron Mateski,  

Nathaniel Richardson, Paul Shen, Jennifer Swanberg, Kyle Taylor, Emily Vance, Len Wruk 
 

Our Sympathies To 
Helen Meints and family on the passing of her husband, Don Meints 

 

Joe & Heather Aincham and Randy & Heather Specht and families on the passing of  
Heather Aincham’s and Randy Specht’s mother, Trina Clark 

 

P.J. Stealy on the passing of her daughter, Sharmayne Prats 
 

Ken and Erica Swanson and family on the passing of Ken’s father, Ronald L. Swanson, Sr. 
 

Bill & Lorelei Kerschbaum on the passing of Bill’s brother, John Kerschbaum 
 

Dave & Cyndi Jepsen on the passing of Dave’s sister’s father-in-law, Ang Ingala 
 

Memorials 
In memory of Phil Calahan, by  

Joan Hoff, Tony and Anita Freehauf 
 

In memory of Phyllis Snure, by 
Tony and Anita Freehauf, Wilma Smith, Pat & Karen Briscoe, Doris Alderson,  

Jim & Sue Fritz, Nancy Skuta & Jean Witty, Alec, Irma & Sally Carr, Charlotte Lenz,  
Joyce Hollatz, Charles & Tina Benson, Stephen & Tessie Heath, Miriam Merrill, Shirley Masters 
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December 2019 Council Meeting Highlights 

 By Pastor Jen 
Pastoral Acts  
Pastor Jen, Pastor Robin, Pastor Evan 
Celebration of Life and Ministry at the Time of Death for: 

• Phyllis Snure 
12/5/2019, funeral officiated by Pastor Robin Caldwell 

• Kenneth Hansen  
12/12/2019 funeral officiated by Pastor Jen Beamsley 
 

Holy Baptism: 

• Ivy Llorens, daughter of Alyxandra and Megan 
Llorens, 11/24/2019, Pastor Robin officiating 

• Emma Brynda, daughter of Amy and David Brynda, 

11/24,2019, Pastor Robin officiating 

We hosted Daudi Msseemmaa at St. John on December 
8. Daudi is the Senior Advisor for Mwangaza Education 
for Partnership in Tanzania. After worship, Daudi shared 
stories and patiently answered our questions, one of 
which was about how he and his family celebrated 
Christmas in Tanzania.  Daudi conveyed that in 
Tanzania, December is referred to as “Party Month.” 
 

This about sums up my thoughts regarding the last 
month at St. John. It’s “Party Month,” and we’ve been 
preparing and planning for many weeks and will be right 
up to the last moment! It’s been a heavy “administration” 
month for me. My focus has been on working with others 
for worship and sermon preparation, coordination of 
events and staffing, and church finances in anticipation of 
the 2020 General Budget the Council will present to the 
congregation in January. 
 

A special shout out to those who work behind the scenes 
to create a beautiful Advent/Christmas space in our 
sanctuary. People feel our sanctuary is a place to seek 
comfort and inspiration during this season of light coming 
into the darkness. I give thanks to God for those of you 
who share generously of your resources to provide for 
people who are experiencing financial hardship. Your 
acts of devotion and kindness meet people where they 
are at, bringing much needed comfort and hope. 
 

Commitment Weekend and Church Finances 
Our giving was strong in October, but less so in 
November. We are still in reach of ending our fiscal year 
in the black, and estimate we need offerings in the 
amount of $90,000 in December to do so; this is a doable 
amount! Each member of the congregation was invited to 
place St. John on their Christmas List, to share an extra 
offering, or strive to meet their commitment by the end of 
the year. 
 
We gratefully received 260 commitments to the 2020 
General Fund: 
119 Members made commitments of the same amount 
as last year 
 98 Members raised their commitment for 2020 

 26 Members renewed their commitment at a lower 
amount for 2020 
 17 Members made a first time (or first in a long time) 
commitment for 2020.  
260   TOTAL COMMITMENTS FOR 2020 (as of 12/12) 
  
260 is the exact number of commitments made in 2019! It 
is a strong number of commitments, the most St. John 
has ever had over the past decade and beyond. 
  
Thank you for your generosity! I’m very encouraged by 
the number of people who support the ministries of St. 
John. We anticipate a 2.4% giving increase in General 
Offerings for 2020. Based on these numbers, a draft of 
the 2020 budget will be presented at the Council meeting 
for discussion and review; the Council will then forward to 
the congregation after year end for approval at our 
January Congregational Meeting. Many thanks to our 
Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, and Finance Team for 
their preparation of a draft budget for our Council 
meeting!  
 

By Pastor Robin 

Serving our Neighbors  
Food Pantry - 73 full Thanksgiving meals, including a 
turkey and all the sides, were given out through our food 
pantry on November 25. The meals went to families in 
need from our congregation and to people who entered a 
raffle through our food pantry. You can support our 
holiday meals by shopping at Jewel (at Caton Farm and 
Rt. 59) and donating towards them. $65 is enough for a 
holiday meal with all the sides. Christmas holiday meals 
will be distributed December 23. 
 
Adult Mission Trip – Anyone age 18 or older is invited to 
join us February 15-22 as we head to Albany, Georgia, to 
repair the homes of people affected by an F2 tornado in 
2017 and a Category 3 hurricane in 2018. We will be 
working through the local recovery program called 
“Inspiritus” that is supported by Lutheran Disaster 
Response. We will be riding down with our partners from 
Calvary Church, Lemont, in a coach bus and staying 
overnight in Hopeful, Georgia, where there are camp-like 
accommodations (bunk beds, kitchen, showers, laundry). 
Whether you are an expert, handy around the house, or 
willing to learn, you are qualified. 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Faith Milestones – The 5th grade Apostles’ Creed Faith 
Milestone was celebrated in worship on November 17 
and the 1st grade Ten Commandments Faith Milestone 
will be celebrated January 26 in worship. The education 
portion of these milestones was led by Sunday school 
teachers, Heather and Joe Aincham, and Gina and Zoe 
Linko, over several weeks this past fall. 
 
Sunday School Xmas Program – The telling of the 
Christmas story by our Sunday school kids was heart-
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warming. The kids did a wonderful job in their 
characters, singing songs, reciting poems, and sharing 
their musical gifts during the prelude and opening solo. 
I am so grateful to the many teachers, parents and 
grandparents who volunteered to do their part to make 
it welcoming to the many visitors and enjoyable for all 
the kids who stood on “stage.” We had 289 people in 
attendance and raised $417.27 through the special 
offering for the St. John Quilting Ministry who makes 
quilts to give to victims of war and natural disasters 
through Lutheran World Relief. 
 
Worship 
Advent Evening Prayer – December 12 and 19 are 
the last Advent Evening Prayer services this year. It’s 
not too late to join us in prayer, music, and candle-
lighting, to clear our minds and to rest a moment, 
remembering that we wait in hope for the return of our 
savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
NIS Social Ministry Committee – At our committee 
meeting January 11 in Dixon, IL, we will begin planning 
events for the June 2020 Synod Assembly and review 
grant applications. 
 
NIS Social Ministry Working Groups –  
Creation Care – The Social Ministry Committee 
awarded $1000 in grant money toward a free event 
hosted by the synod Creation Care team. January 25, 
9:30-12:30, Faith Lutheran Church, Rochelle, IL, with 
guest speaker Dr. Leah Schade, Assistant Professor of 
Preaching and Worship at Lexington Theological 
Seminary. Grant money awarded through the social 
ministry committee is a part of the synod budget that 
our congregation’s mission support helps fund. 
 
Racial Justice – We continue to vision the future plans 
for the synod as we redevelop this subcommittee at our 
January 17 meeting. What do you think congregations 
need to be more welcoming to people of different 
ethnicities, and to help build relationships of support 
and care that cross racial lines? 
 
On the horizon  
Planning for Stewarding Your End-of-Life workshop 
(Jan. 26), food pantry development (Souper Bowl of 
Caring and grant applications), Adult Mission Trip, 
Women’s Retreat, Vacation Bible School planning and 
leadership. 
 

By Pastor Evan 

This past month was full of exciting developments on 
future ministry.  First of all, I am excited to announce 
that registration for the college-age mission trip is now 
open!  I have been working hard with ELCA pastors in 
the area to craft this new mission trip experience, where 
we will travel to Washington D.C. for a week of learning, 
service, and personal growth.  This trip has been a 

labor of love, and I’m so excited to see who registers in 
the coming weeks!  In other new ministry news, our 
young adult group is finally on verge of hosting their first 
event!  We’ve been engaging in a visioning process that 
should wrap up by next month, after which we will start 
to host events throughout the year.   
 
As our busy season begins, I’ll be prepping for Winter 
Retreat, Badger TEC, Youth Sunday, and actively 
recruiting for our College Mission Trip.  In addition to 
this, planning for the Taste of St. John is beginning in 
earnest after the start of the new year.  I am excited to 
once again work alongside Mark and Penny Collins and 
all our wonderful volunteers who make this event 
possible. 
 
This past month, our Green Team met and discussed 
how we can move forward on several of our goals.  I am 
excited to announce that we have created a youth 
liaison position on our team in order to better integrate 
youth into our work.  We are currently in the process of 
recruiting for this position. 
 
I have enjoyed planning our Advent evening worships 
with Pastor Robin.  This type of creative worship 
planning is always exciting to me. Finally, during this 
winter season I will be assisting the other pastors in 
planning and leading our Christmas season activities. 
 
 

Council Discussion Items: 
2020 Goals and St. John Vision Process - Continued 
Pastor Jen led the Council discussion taking a look at 
goals and impressions since last month.  The following 
points were raised: 

• We need to reclaim religion through spirituality. 

• We are adapting to models that address multiple 
needs. 

• We are aware that the ELCA has a message that 
meets the needs of many. 

• We need to address not just those who attend 
worship, but also those who come to our doors. 

• What does it feel like around here now? 

• The church of God exists outside the building and 
ELCA metrics. 

• Worship needs to be a transformative experience. 

• Council members expressed their choices for focus 
areas over the next 5 years. 

 
Pastor Robin Caldwell Sabbatical - July 13 - August 22, 
2020 
Pastor Robin expressed her thanks for the ability to take 
a sabbatical and described her 6 weeks absence which 
will include a focus on family and time at Holden Village, 
Lutheran Renewal Center in Washington state. 
 
Congregational Meeting Agenda and Forums 
A Congregational Meeting will be held January 26; 
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Detailed Ministry Reports and Council Minutes are available 
on the bulletin board outside the church office.  Monthly 
Council agendas are available at the Opportunity Wall 

typically the Sunday before the Council meeting. 

 

includes 2020 Proposed Budget and congregational 
updates.  Congregational forums will be held January 
12 and January 19 to discuss and present the 2020 
Proposed Budget and receive congregational input.  
Council members are encourage to attend the forums 
to help gather congregational input. 
 

 

 
1  Birthday: Christine Anderson, Sandra Humphries, Logan Matkowich, Saige Meyer, Bob Peterson, Morgan 

Ross, Kyle Teegardin, Bill Warren; Anniversary: Paul and Sandra Carlson 
2  Birthday: Donnie French 
3  Birthday: Theodore Cole, Melissa Salazar, Jakob Summer; Anniversary: Bob & Pat Hornberger 
4  Birthday: Alexis Antuna, Rhonda Berby, Alexander Perignon, Donna Ponx, Kevin Sauerwein, Connie 

Young 
5  Birthday: Andrew Goss 
6  Birthday: Dwight Diercks 
7  Birthday: Kaylie Blazek, Cassandra Frangella, Matthew Incaudo 
8  Birthday: Gail Bartz, Trenton Ferro, Edward Martin, Patricia VaBales, Nora Wilcox; 

Anniversary: Fred & Stephanie Ferrara 
9  Birthday: Brian Bouton, Taylor Covert, Heather Favale, Katie Frigo, Regan Furmankiewicz,  

Brian Malatia, Matthew Saltijeral, JoAnn Walega 
10 Birthday: David Bishop, Marcia Finger, Bennett Legault, Margaret Onken 
11 Birthday: Estelle Duggan, Debbie Kogelman, Janie Osif, Vander Santoro 
12 Birthday: McKenna Cherry, Cayden Eklund-Deitz, Jonathan Gierich, Mike Haak, Nathan Hoffman, Ryan 

Holt, Mia Johnson, Carole Kirner, William Mastin, Greg Pierce, Addison Runkle,  
Steve Tobolic 

13 Birthday: Caroline MacGregor, Deanna Leonhardt, Debra Murphy, Shawn Roark, Bryan Smoljo; 
Anniversary: Lynn & Joe Martinek 

14 Birthday: Michael Dybas, Kurt Noon, Heather Sonenshein 
15 Birthday: Kelsey Aincham, Jim Alberico, Adam Boyne, Shawn Grundon, Laura Linares,  

Addison Specht 
16 Birthday: Jennifer Beamsley, Ryan Isaacson, Alyxander Llorens, Kelli McDonald, Jonathan Van Ordstrand; 

Anniversary: Glenn & Lynne Smith, Alan & Laurie Sowa 
17 Birthday: Melissa Bryson, Arlene Erdahl, Greta Haak, Jack Olson 
18 Birthday: Brandi Bouton, Nancy Kautz, Shaun Kristensen, Denise Montejano, Cheryl Russow 
19 Birthday: Cody Carter, Tessie Heath, Meghan Joyner, Marcella Stateman, David Today 
20 Birthday: Karen Egly, Brenna Johnston, Shari Richter, Justin Van Byssum 
21 Birthday: Andrew Furman, Delaney Linares 
22 Birthday: Addison Fowler-Favale, Athena Graf, Liam Halleran, Valerie Henschen,  

Robert Schlosser, Barbara Sklare, Nancy Yunker; Anniversary: Frank & Jessica Campagna 
23 Birthday: Allison Eichorst, Nathan Holmer, Jan Holt, Joel Humphries, Rebecca McAdam; 

Anniversary: Jason & Nicole Covault, Brent & Denise Rimmke 
24 Birthday: Angela Egly, Keith Markwell, Jennifer Swanberg; Anniversary: Lee & Diane Goodenough 
25 Birthday: Nancy Barry, Brandon Berger, Joan Fry, Joan Johnson-Roegner, Steven Meadows, Howie 

Murray, Al Wilke; Anniversary: Michael & Donna Ponx 
26 Birthday: Nikki Keating, Savannah Marshall, Michael Murphy, Andrew Piry, Suzanne Repavich, Paula 

Speer, Lincoln Vega, Bryan Wernli 
27 Birthday: Stephanie Ferrara 
28 Birthday: Colin Graefen, Alice Roland, Jim Simmons, Randall Specht 
29 Birthday: Melissa Berger, Madeline Brock 

 

February Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Staff: 
Pastor Jennifer Beamsley 
Pastor Robin Caldwell 
Pastor Evan Mayhew 
 

Lisa Marshall, Church Administrator 
Pam Kornaus, Program Administrator 
Ellen Goodwin, Praise Team and Youth Choir Director 
Tori Hicks, St. John Chorale Director 
Dawn MacGregor, Food Pantry Director 
Sarah Wernli, Handbell Choir Director 
Pamela Blaesing, Office Assistant 
 

Worship with Us: 
Saturday evening 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday traditional service 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday contemporary service 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  
 

 
St. John by the Mall – Joliet IL 

 
 

Fellowship Recap 
On January 11th, 27 St. John members 
(23 participants and 4 supportive husbands), 
gathered together at Board Therapy Studio in 
Romeoville for a snowy night of fun, 
fellowship, and painting!  
 
All of the participants had a great time 
staining, painting and creating their own 
keepsake wooden boards for their homes.  
 
Thank you to everyone who braved the 
weather to join us for such a fun night!  We 
hope to do it again! 

Ash Wednesday is February 26th 
Worship at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

http://www.stjohnjoliet.org/
mailto:stjohn2650@gmail.com

